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BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
FAMILY LAW
Q: | have been living common law with my girlfriend for six
months. Are we now entitled to half of each other’s property?

A: In B, you are only “common law spouses” for property division
purposes if you live together for two continuous years in a marriage-like
relationship. If you are common law spouses, property division is the same
as it is for married spouses. Upon separation spouses are entitled to share
in the increase in value of property and will also be responsible for sharing
the debts. If you don't qualify as a common-law spouse you may still be
entitled to a share of property in your girlfriend’s name if you have made a
contribution of some sort. If you have made a direct or indirect contribution,
you may be entitled to reimbursement or to a share of her property. The
amount you would be entitled to depends upon the specific facts relating
to the “contribution”, how your girlfriend benefited, and whether you also
benefited financially from the relationship. An experienced family law lawyer
can advise you with respect to property division.

For a free consultation, call Smyth & Company at 1-855-942-6560.

Our firm has five experienced lawyers in family law.

Our branch office located on the Sunshine Coast
in Sechelt is available by appointment.

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
1-855-942-6560
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George Vancouver: 225th anniversary
of his arrival on the Sunshine Coast

GARRY LITTLE

Contributing Writer

This year marks the
225th anniversary of the
arrival of Capt. George
Vancouver on the Sunshine
Coast. He was born in King’s
Lynn, England in 1757 and
is best known for his explo-
ration and meticulous sur-
vey of the northwest coast
of North America from
northern California all the
way to Cook Inlet, Alaska
in 1792, 1793, and 1794. He
established once and for all
that there is no northwest
passage between latitudes
39° N and 61° N, much to
the chagrin of King George
Il who coveted control of
a quicker trade route to
the Pacific from Europe. It
would not be until 1869,
with the opening of the
Suez Canal, that east-
bound ships could avoid
going all the way around
Africa’s Cape of Good
Hope to reach the Far East.
Westbound ships would
have to wait until the open-
ing of the Panama Canal
in 1914 to avoid navigat-
ing the perilous Straits of
Magellan or Drake Passage
at the southern tip of South
America.

In June of 1792, when
Vancouver was just 34
years old, his flagship
Discovery and armed ten-
der Chatham emerged from
Juan de Fuca Strait and
anchored in Birch Bay, just
south of the 49th parallel.
It had taken the 145-man
expedition over 14 months
to get there from England.
It was from this anchor-
age that Vancouver and a
crew of 30 left on a memo-
rable 11-day survey of the
southwest coast of British
Columbia using two small
longboats under power of
oar and sail. The second
longboat was commanded
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Portrait of George Vancouver, 1757-1798.

by Lt. Peter Puget, who two
weeks earlier had surveyed
what is now known as
Puget Sound in the Seattle
area of Washington State.

During this survey,
Vancouver explored
Burrard Inlet, Howe Sound,
the length of the Sunshine
Coast up to Pender
Harbour, and Jervis Inlet to
the end of Queens Reach.
He travelled over 500 km in
the process.

Vancouver first entered
the waters off the Sunshine
Coast in the afternoon of
June 15. This was the day
after he had sailed up the
east coast of Howe Sound
and survived “heavy
squalls and torrents of
rain” while camping for the
night near Squamish.

Here is how he
described the islands he
observed in southern
Howe Sound (Gambier,
Keats, the Pasley group,
and Bowen) while sailing

along the western shore
of the sound towards
Gibsons: “The shores of
these, like the adjacent
coast, are composed prin-
cipally of rocks rising
perpendicularly from an
unfathomable sea; they
are tolerably well covered
with trees, chiefly of the
pine tribe, though few are
of luxuriant growth.”

The exact spot where
Vancouver and crew
spent their first night on
the Sunshine Coast is not
known with certainty. In
the B.C. centennial year
of 1971 a memorial cairn
was erected in Chaster
Park (near Harry Road and
Ocean Beach Esplanade)
and a plaque affixed
which reads, “Near this
spot in June 1792 Captain
George Vancouver, R.N.
camped and gave Gower
Point its name.” However,
Vancouver’s account of
the event suggests the
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more likely campsite was
Gibsons Harbour.

There is confusion
because Vancouver says he
landed for the night around
9 p.m. near Point Gower,
but the Point Gower identi-
fied on his chart appears
to be the rocky headland
we now call The Bluff, not
the Gower Point we see
marked on modern maps,
which is near Chaster Park.
When the new waterfront
park (Winegarden Park)
was being planned for the
Gibsons Harbour area in
1993, historian and author
Jim  McDowell, then a
Gibsons resident, was so
convinced Vancouver had
camped at the harbour
that he petitioned the town
council to either move the
Chaster cairn there or erect
a new cairn. Neither sug-
gestion was implemented.

On June 16, Vancouver
sailed the length of the
coast between Gibsons
and Pender Harbour. Here's
what he had to say about
the land between Gibsons
and Halfmoon Bay:

“This part of the coast
is of a moderate height for
some distance inland, and
it frequently jets out into
low sandy projecting points.
The country in general pro-
duces forest trees in great
abundance, of some vari-
ety and magnitude; the pine
is the most common, and
the woods are little encum-
bered with bushes or trees
of inferior growth.”

After going through
Welcome Pass, Vancouver
noted, “the coast ... is com-
posed of a rugged rocky
shore, with many detached
rocks lying at a little dis-
tance.” That evening he
made it as far as Francis
Peninsula at Pender
Harbour where he “found
shelter in a very dreary
uncomfortable cove,” prob-
ably Francis Bay, located
within what is now Francis
Point Provincial Park and
Ecological Reserve.

The next day, June 17,
he headed up Agamemnon
Channel and into Jervis
Inlet (somehow missing
Sechelt Inlet or perhaps
ignoring it) before setting
up camp at Vancouver Bay
(named by Capt. George
Richards during his 1860
coastal survey). Vancouver
observed:

“The shores we passed
this day are of a moderate
height within a few miles of
this station, and are princi-
pally composed of craggy
rocks, in the chasms of
which a soil of decayed
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Veteran lawyers honoured

CHRISTINE WOOD
Senior Staff Writer

Two retired lawyers
from the Sunshine Coast
were awarded with certifi-
cates from the Law Society
of B.C. last month, in rec-
ognition of 50 years as
members.

George Goulet, 83,
and Philip James Jones,
81, were presented their
awards on May 25 at a
law society luncheon held
at the Fairmont Hotel in
Vancouver.

Jones started practising
law in 1967 in Vancouver,
and over the years he spent
time with three different
law firms, mainly focusing
on business law and inter-
national trade.

Early in his career,
however, he was called to
be a judge in Vancouver
Provincial Court.

“There was a backlog
in the courts, and they
appointed a number of
short-term judges to clear
up the backlog, and they
asked me if  would be will-
ing to do it,” Jones said.

He agreed, and the
three-month posting ended
up lasting six months, dur-
ing which time he was the
sitting judge for several
criminal cases.

At the end of that post-
ing, Jones decided to stop
being a trial lawyer and
took up company law and
business practice instead.

While Jones spent his
50 years practising law in
Vancouver, he was quite
familiar with the Sunshine
Coast, having driven it sev-
eral times to help out law-
yers in Powell River. “They
only had two lawyers in
Powell River — one was a
judge and the other was a
prosecutor - so [ would go
up there as defence coun-
sel,” Jones said.

He was dedicated to his
career and said he thought
he’d die at his desk before

George Goulet.

taking to retirement.

“I almost did,” Jones
said. “I had a massive heart
attack two years ago and
a quadruple bypass and a
new valve and then I decid-
ed that I better retire.”

Retirement led Jones
and his wife to the Coast,
where they've now settled
in Davis Bay.

Goulet practised law
first in Winnipeg for eight
years before moving to West
Vancouver in 1967 with his
wife Terry and their five
children. He was called to
the bar in B.C. that year
and practised in West Van
until 1977 when he moved
to Calgary and was called to
the Alberta bar.

In 1990 Goulet obtained
a Master of Laws degree
from the University of
Toronto, where he studied
advanced constitutional
law. He continued practis-
ing until 1995 when he and
his wife retired to the Coast
and started researching
and writing books based
on law and its effects on
the Métis people as well as
memorable events in Métis
history.

The work was a mar-
riage of Goulet’s time spent
as a lawyer and his Métis
heritage.

He recalled a funny
story from his early years
in court. While repre-
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senting a client who was
charged with indecent
exposure in a small town in
Manitoba, Goulet heard an
interesting ruling from the
sitting judge.

“Basically he said ‘Jake,
I'm finding you not guilty,
but if you ever do this
again I'm going to send you
to jail,”” Goulet recalled,
noting the name “Jake” was
made up to keep the identi-
ty of his client confidential.

He enjoyed his time in
court but had to give it up
early on in his career due
to a hearing problem that
made it difficult for him to
follow court proceedings.

He now uses his skills
to help make sense of laws
that will affect the Métis.

“I, with my wife, who is
a retired legal editor, we
specialize in the Métis and
we write articles for the
Vancouver Métis Citizen
Society,” Goulet said.

“Every once in a while
a case comes down that’s
been decided by the
Supreme Court of Canada
that affects the Métis peo-
ple and then we analyze it
and write articles.”

Goulet and his wife
Terry have also published
several books on the Métis
and their history and have
been called “prominent
Canadian historians™ for
their efforts.
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vegetables has been
formed by the hand of
time; from which pine
trees of an inferior dwarf
growth are produced, with
a considerable quantity of
bushes and underwood.”
For the next four
days, Vancouver explored
Jervis Inlet to the end of
Queens Reach (he didn’t
enter Princess Louisa
Inlet because of the chal-
lenging Malibu Rapids,
so he missed today’s big-
gest tourist attraction in
the area), and then start-
ed the long trip back to
Discovery and Chatham.
Encounters with indig-
enous inhabitants were
infrequent in the area now
known as the Sunshine
Coast, though Vancouver
had earlier communi-
cated with many more in
Burrard Inlet and north-
ern Howe Sound. In his
journal, Vancouver men-
tions friendly trade with
perhaps two dozen: “From
the civil natives who dif-
fered not in any respect
from those we had before
occasionally seen, we pro-
cured a few most excellent
fish, for which they were
compensated principally
iniron, being the commod-
ity they most esteemed

and sought after.”

Vancouver’s book of his
expedition, published in
1798, does not say where
he stayed on the night of
June 21, but it is likely
he was back near the
Sunshine Coast, probably
on Worlcombe Island, one
of the islands in the Pasley
group, or Bowen Island.
(Peter Puget’s journal says
“that Night we reached the
Cluster of Islands in Mid
Channel off Noon Breakfast
Point [Point Grey], where
we stopped.”)

Early the next morning
(Vancouver’s 35th birth-
day) he reached Point Grey
where he had his famous
- and highly unexpect-
ed - encounter with the
Spanish explorers Galiano
and Valdés who had
arrived in the same waters
only three days behind
Vancouver. By the morning

of June 23, Vancouver was
back in Birch Bay, and the
following day Discovery
and Chatham were on
the move again, heading
towards a new anchorage
further north in Desolation
Sound to continue the sur+
vey, accompanied by the
two Spanish vessels.

Vancouver’s exhaustive
survey of the entire north-
west coast was ultimately
completed in 1794 and his
two ships returned safely
to England in September
1795. However, by this
time Vancouver was in ill
health and he died less
than three years later, at
age 40, on May 12, 1798,
His book describing the
adventure, A Voyage ol
Discovery to the North
Pacific Ocean, and Round
the World, was published
posthumously later the
same year.
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